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Pablo Aguilar, our terrific Past President is now the Membership and 
Scholarship Fund Chair; Nancy Plourde is in charge of the Yearbook; 
Deborah Rhine is joining us and taking on as Student Affiliate Chair; 
Courtney Crappell continues as Programs Chair; Wynne Wong is in her 
second year as Theory Chair; in charge of Student Recitals is Lisa Malek; the 
Ritornello, Winter Festival and Achievement Auditions are in the hands of 
Heather Stagg; Ginny Godsey is our Treasurer and World of Music Chair; 
A.J. Collins, our Local Performance Contest Chair; Sharon Herning continues 
as Convention Ensemble Chair; Sherilyn Coldwell as our Publication 
Competition Chair; Darlene Taylor is our new Original Composition Contest 
Chair; and Toni Salmons is the Recording Secretary. SAMTA programs can’t 
be in better hands; your talent, creativity, enthusiasm, expertise and 
combined experience will certainly make 2010-2011 a very successful 
season for the association. 

Now, as we know, the financial environment has changed in the last 
few years and SAMTA isn’t immune to it; one of our greatest challenges is to 
make sure that all of our programs remain effective and meaningful while 
keeping them on a budget. The Board of Directors is working very hard to 
guarantee that SAMTA remains financially stable for years to come. 
SAMTA is not just a name; it is the sum of the efforts of past, present and 
future members, and it can only continue to grow if we nurture it with our 
creativity, passion and ideas; let me invite you to contribute your thoughts 
and opinions at any time. Let’s make our association an open forum where 
we hold a constant conversation that makes us feel supported and challenge 
us to expand our minds. 

Finally, I want to thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you 
as President. It is a great honor that humbles me. I receive it with an open 
heart and a big smile. 
 

Sincerely, 
Omar Granados. 

 
 

   

Dear SAMTA Members, 
 
As our first Fall General Meeting 

approaches, I want to take a moment to 
recognize our great group of chairpersons 
that will lead us this upcoming school year. 

 

SAMTA Officers: 

Omar Granados, 
NCTM 

Courtney Crappell, 
NCTM 

Nancy Plourde, 
NCTM 

Deborah Rhine, 
NCTM 
 
Toni Salmons, 
NCTM 

Heather Stagg 

Ginny Godsey 
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The Tuesday Musical Club Artist Series announces its 88th Season! 
 

An exceptional program of international artists engaged for 2010/2011: 
 

October 12, 2010 - PSB Trio - piano trio - 7:30 pm 
pianist Navah Perlman, violinist Giora Schmidt and Zuill Bailey, cello. 
November 16, Spencer Myer, piano - 2 & 7:30 pm 
January 25, 2011 - Scott Kluksdahl, cello - 2:00 pm 
March 29, 2011 - Jeanine De Bique, soprano - 7:30 pm 

 
All concerts held at Laurel Heights United Methodist Church, 
227 W. Woodlawn. Season Ticket, $50.00. Half-Season, $30.00. 
All tickets interchangeable. Ticket at door $20.00. Students free. 

  
For additional information: 210-832-0861 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 

 
September 17, 2010 ~ General Meeting at RBC Music (10am) 

September 19, 2010 ~ Back to School Recital (St. Brigids Catholic Church) 

September 20, 2010 ~ Student Affiliate Registration Deadline 

September 20,2010 ~ TMTA Theory Test Registration Deadline 

October 23, 2010 ~ TMTA Theory Test (UTSA) 

 

 IMPORTANT! 

Please check your information in the current yearbook to make sure all contact information is accurate.  

If there are any changes please email Nancy Plourde ( nancydpiano@gmail.com )  so that we can make 

sure you are kept fully informed about all SAMTA events.  A current email is extremely helpful since this 

is the main form of communication! 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO RECENT NCTMs! 
 
Congratulations to Zelda Meneses who in July completed all of the requirements for MTNA 
certification. Zelda is now an MTNA Nationally Certified Teacher of Music and is entitled to use the 
designation NCTM after her name signifying that she has achieved a high level of competence as a 
music teacher. 
 
Watch for an announcement of our fall certification session which will explain how you can achieve 
national certification through a brand new process – no transcripts, no proficiency tests, no letters of 
recommendation, no portfolio or certification exam – just five self-study projects to complete. It’s easier 
than you might think! 
 
Nancy Plourde 
Elizabeth Gutierrez 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
What is GoArts? 

The GoArts campaign is sponsored by the Texas Music Edu- 
cators Association in conjunction with the Texas Coalition for 

Quality Arts Education, a coalition of more than 50 organiza- 
tions whose mission is to promote fine arts in our Texas schools. 

We are advocates for education policies, primarily at the state 

level, that ensure all Texas students have opportunities to study 

music, art, dance, and theater. We provide the public as well as 

policy makers with information about the many ways that arts 

education benefits our students and our state. 

 
How You Can Help 

Help educate our state’s decision makers about the importance 

of protecting fine arts education by registering your support at 

www.GoArts.org. 
Because every Texas student 

deserves a quality fine arts education 

 
 

Support fine arts education today. 

Learn more and register your support. www.GoArts.org 
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Mark Your Calendars! 
September 17, 2010 
Fall General Meeting 

10:00 am at RBC Music 
 

 
Program: “Introducing the Repertoire of the 2011 J.K. Hodges Competition” 
presented by the UTSA Piano Faculty and MTNA Student Chapter. 
 
 

Yearbooks will be handed out in addition to important information regarding 
SAMTA activities! 
 

  

  

 

 

“When I am but a 
memory my works and 
my influence will begin 

to live.”  
 ~Leopold Godowsky 

 

Student Affiliate Dues and Deadlines 
 

Chair: Deborah Rhine, 210.829.4311  Email: drpiano@grandecom.net 

 

Student Affiliate registration should be done online through the SAMTA website: 

 

www.samusicteachers.org 

 

Log in with your username and password. If you have forgotten these, click on Help. Follow the instructions, and 

your username and password will be emailed to you. If you do not have a username and password, email Pablo 

Aguilar at pablo@aguilar.com 

 

Complete instructions for Student Affiliate registration are available on the SAMTA website. Click on student 

activities, then on Student Affiliate. 

 

The dues for each student registering are as follows: 

 $8.00 - if enrolled online by September 20   

$9.00 - if enrolled online after September 20 

 

If you enroll students manually, your enrollment must be postmarked by September 20. Students not entered as 

Student Affiliate members by the registration date of an activity will NOT be eligible to participate in that event. 

 

Local Student Affiliate 
 

The SAMTA board recently voted to do away with the Local Student Affiliate designation and fee.  Students 

who wish to participate in SAMTA Student Recitals no longer have to pay the $1.00 fee.   
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A Glorious Gilded Lily ï The Piano Transcription 
 

    
 Some people still think piano transcriptions are unnecessary. Why not just listen to the original works?  To 

understand the appeal of transcriptions,  try listening to a few of the best examples. 
     Why would the celebrated Franz Liszt transcribe well known masterpieces, especially piano solos?  Possible 
motives: to show the work from a different viewpoint, to restate it in a personal way, or to entertain the listener. The 
transcription, of course, goes far beyond interpretation; it is a metamorphosis at best – or at least an embellishment. 
      The word embellishment  describes many transcriptions, because they are often ornate. One of the most florid 
of the genre is Leopold Godowsky’s transcription of The Artistôs Life (Johann Strauss). A listener can imagine 
Godowsky challenging his musician friends with, “Can you top this?” 
      Yet the work is absolutely delightful – posing the question: “What will Godowsky think of next?” The transcription 
does not become tiresome, though, because it is far more complex than the original.  
      Tastes change, naturally; even before the mid-1900’s, elaborate expression gave way to simpler trends.  Great 
transcriptions, along with many other Romantic works, went the way of velvet drapes, potted aspidistra, and ormolu 
clocks. 
     But wait – these things are coming back in style! 
 
CD Recommendations: 
      Presenting Eduardus Halim A Program of Transcriptions. Arabesque Recordings c.1990.  (Available, 
through Amazon, from another vendor. ) Transcriptions include: Bach – Busoni ;  Chopin, 
Wagner, and Gounod – Liszt;  Tchaikowsky and  Kreisler – Rachmaninoff;  J. Strauss (Kunsterleben) – Godowsky. 
An energizing CD! 
 
     Java Suite (L.G.ôs  original work) and  Wine, Women and Song (SymphonicMetamorphosis on Themes of 
Johann Straus, Leopold Godowsky.  Konstantin Sherbakov, piano.  Marco Polo c. 2007.   Godowsky’s original 
piano work was inspired by his trip to Indonesia. Titles include “Gamelan”, “Chattering Monkeys at the Sacred Lake 
of Wendit”, “The Bromo Volcano and the Sand Sea at Daybreak”, and others. In this exotic work, the composer has 
undergone a cultural immersion, and has created an amazing sense of place. ***  Second work on the CD is the 
Strauss  transcription, undoubtedly a gilded lily – but a  glorious one worth experiencing again and again.  
 
In the shopping cart as of this writing:  53 Studien uber die Etuden von Chopin, Leopold Godowsky. (This 
work is so vilified that it cries out for re-evaluation!  ñ...One of the worst offences against artistic taste ... a 
nauseous cocktail ...ò critic Peter Cooper ï not to be confused with the authority Frank Cooper).  
 
 

 
Buddha the Obscure                                                                                                                             

An Internet Essay 

 
     
Read this fascinating article by Jonathan Edward Mann (c. 2005). ñBuddha the Obscureò discusses piano 
transcriptions in general, and the renewed interest in virtuoso pianist and composer Leopold Godowsky.  
 

                                                                                                                                            

 The Piano Bench with Marie Loomis 
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             Please Support Our Sponsors 

 
Alamo Music Center   RBC Music Company 
Children’s Chorus of San Antonio, Inc. Shavney Music 
Monfrey Music    Southern Music 
Rose Petroff Foundation   Steinway Piano Gallery 

 MusiqueWeb     UTSA 

 
 
 
 
Please submit your 
Ritornello articles to: 
  
hstagg@gmail.com 

Visit us at: 

www.samusicteachers.org 

SAN ANTONIO MUSIC 

TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

4620 Eldon Run 

San Antonio, TX 78247 

San Antonio Music 

Teachers Association 

The Ritornello 
 

 

San Antonio Music Teachers Association  Committee Chairs 
 
 
President  Omar Granados, NCTM 210.699.6070 
 
Membership  Pablo Aguilar, NCTM 210.667.8135 
 
Programs  Courtney Crappell, NCTM 405-388-8377 
 
Yearbook  Nancy Plourde, NCTM 210.492.4120 
 
Student Affiliate Deborah Rhine, NCTM 210.829.4311 
 
Theory  Wynne Wong   210-413-7888   

 
Achievement   Heather Stagg  210.722.5472 
Auditions 
 
Student Recitals Lisa Malek    210-364-4415 
 
Communications Toni Salmons, NCTM 210.386.5664 
 
Certification  Elizabeth Gutierrez, NCTM  210.458.5331 
 
IMTF Coordinator Courtney Crappell, NCTM 405-388-8377 
 
Ensembles  Sharon Herning   210-414-1363 
 
Original  Darlene Taylor  210-248-8088 
Composition 
 
Local Performance  A.J. Collins-Thompson 210.844.5155 
Contest   NCTM 
 
Publication Contest Sherilyn Coldwell  210.828.9147 
 
World of Music  Ginny Godsey  210.523.5803 
 
 

 
 


