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Notes from the President

It's an honor for me to take this position as
SAMTA’s 51s President
this year. For over nine
decades, our association
has made every effort
to raise the standard of
our profession and I'm
determined to carry on
the vision that sparked
the creation of this hon-
orable organization 93
years ago. My gratitude to Peter Shavney for
paving the way for a smooth transition into this
new term. Thanks also to the Board of Direc-
tors and Chairs for their support; they create
and sustain the flow of our organization. We
have an exciting, energized, and challenging
year ahead of us that we want to share with
you, our fellow members.

First of all, we plan to get everyone involved.
We want you to inferact and develop a sense
of ownership in our association. We have so
many activities and programs to offer that we
need to get together more often. During this
year we'll have at least four general meetings
and four IMTF meetings. We know how valu-
able your time is so we are carefully selecting
the finest people we can find and preparing
our programs to our utmost capacity. We will
have presenters such as Doris Harrel, Sophia

Pablo Aguilar

Park, Angela Cheng, and Nelita True. In addi-
tion, we are planning an informal teacher duet
recital in March. That will be an event to cher-
ish so start looking for a partner and have fun
practicing.

There are so many resources available out
there but we as individuals have limited fi-
nances. | know that in my lifetime it would be
impossible for me to acquire all of that won-
derful material. We are planning the creation
of a media library that we all can share. It
would contain, for instance, DVDs from the Go-
landsky Institute, MTNA, and The Piano Well-
ness Seminar.

We are firm about raising the reputation and
standard of our profession and we believe that
MTNA Certification will move us in that direc-
tion. We are eager to help you in every step
of the process. We plan to foster a certifica-
tion group effort to develop throughout the
year culminating in a cheerful graduation cere-
mony. Prepare to be part of it. We'll even
reimburse you half of the application fee.

It's time to get rid of paper forms and pens for
our common operations of Student Affiliate,
Theory Tests, Recitals, Contests, and Achieve-
ment Auditions. We are expanding our Web-
site to offer online registration for those events.
That not only will put our

continued next page

Student Affiliate and Theory Registration

Thanks to a huge effort by President Pablo
Aguilar, Student Affiliate and Theory Reg-
istration this year will be done online
through the SAMTA website

www.samusicteachers.org

You will receive in the mail and by email
complete registration instructions along with
your username and password. In case you
missed them, those instructions are reprinted
in this issue of the Ritornello on page 10.

The Registration Deadline for Student Af-
filiate and for Fall Theory registration are
the same:

Wednesday, September 17

More theory information is printed on pages
11-12 of this Ritornello.

Your TMTA and MTNA dues must be cur-
rent in order to enter students in Student
Affiliate.
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association at the level of several others in
the nation but will save a huge amount of
time for our chairs, members, and students.

We are collaborating with UTSA in the
preparation of the 2009 J.K. Hodges
Contemporary Piano Competition. It will
be also a celebration of its 25" anniver-
sary and former competition winners will
give a recital. The general theme is
“Composers of South Texas,” and their
music will be performed in the competition.

Finally, let’s not forget our most valuable
asset, our students. We are planning to
revamp the recital program and include
more festivals. An interesting twist for the
Masterworks Recital this year will be that
students participant in the recital will se-
lect a first, second, and third place per-
formers to receive $100 (courtesy of Pe-
ter Shavney), $50, and $25 respectively
in prize money. We'll also want to send
our Piano Ensemble students to Houston for
the next TMTA Convention in June. Please
enrich your students musically through the

Notes from the President (continued)

involvement in those and many other
activities that we’ll offer this year.

When asked about the reasons for
teaching music, Shinichi Suzuki put it in
the most effective perspective: “for
the love of children, for the love of
teaching, for the love of music.” And
my Suzuki trainer and mentor, Dr.
Doris Harrel, who was SAMTA presi-
dent in 1979, said that “Adults some-
times reflect on their life experiences
and can pinpoint the seminal influence
of certain teachers. Often these teach-
ers have been an example of quali-
ties such as honesty, integrity, love of
humanity, enthusiasm for their teaching
specialty, patience, and persistence.
Being associated with such a teacher
has a life-long effect on a child. The
child models himself on the fine exam-
ple.”

Let’s take the opportunity to share the
message of music with our students in
order for them to reach their full po-

tential as fine human beings. @

For Student Affiliate
and Theory registration,

go to the SAMTA website

www.samusicteachers.org.
See p. 10-12 of this Ritornello
for more instructions.

Communications
Convention Ensembles

Original Composition
Performance Contest
Publication Contest
Winter Festival

Welcome New and Continuing SAMTA Program Chairs

Toni Salmons

Jenifer Covington, coordinator
Elementary - Mary K. Archuleta
Intermediate - Jenifer Covington
Advanced - Zelda Meneses
IMTF Linda Camann

Nominating Committee Deena Bird

Mary K. Archuleta

AJ Collins-Thompson

Sheri Coldwell

Heather Stagg
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THEORY Linda Berberich

Deadline for Fall Theory Test Registration is Wednes-
day, 17 September. This date is also the deadline for
Student Affiliate Registration. This date is a post-
marked date.

SPRING 2009 THEORY TEST DATE:

Saturday, 24 January at UTSA

Deadline for Spring Theory Test Registration is
Wednesday, 17 December. This date is a postmarked
date.

You can now register your students online for the theory
test. Go to www.samusicteachers.org and log in with
your assigned username and password. You are

FALL 2008 THEORY TEST DATE:

Saturday, 25 October at UTSA
Deadline for Fall Theory Test Registration: Wednesday, 17 September.

strongly encouraged to use this method of registration.
An optional method is to use the yearbook form which
is also printed on p. 10-12 of this Ritornello along with
detailed online registration instructions.

Whether using online registration or the yearbook
form, you must send a completed copy of the registra-
tion form, a copy of the cover sheet and your check to:

Linda Berberich
19143 Evening Trail
San Antonio, TX 78256

Please check your mail boxes for more detailed infor-
mation about the new online registration.

Fall General Meeting

Friday, September 19
10:00 AM
Steinway Piano Gallery

Findpianoworks.com: Simplifying the Search for
Piano Repertoire
Courtney Crappell

Like so many professionals faced with busy working and
personal schedules, musicians struggle to utilize their
time productively. As pianists, we are faced with possi-
bly the largest body of repertoire. Therefore, we must
become familiar with the existing collection of teaching
and advanced repertoire while staying up-to-date re-
garding recent publications; new music, editions, and
anthologies that are constantly being published and re-
vised. However, staying current with these fragmented
resources is a tedious, time-consuming process.

Findpianoworks.com aims to centralize this large body
of information in a searchable online database. In addi-
tion to searching for repertoire, visitors to the site may
search the contents of anthologies and cross-reference
findings among multiple composers and publishers.

While the actual construction of the computer database
is complex, planning the contents of the database re-

quires much more time and consideration. This design
process raises thought-provoking questions regarding
sequencing of repertoire, and requires careful stan-
dardization of both a leveling system and pedagogical
nomenclature.

By outlining the design process, this session will encour-
age all musicians to examine how they think about lit-
erature and help them utilize their resources in a more
efficient way.

Courtney Crappell joins the
music faculty at UTSA this fall
to teach piano and piano
pedagogy and to coordinate
the class piano program.

He previously taught class pi-

ano and piano pedagogy at

Oklahoma City University. His

research in piano literature,

piano pedagogy, and ethnomusicology has been fea-
tured at national and regional conferences. Currently a
DMA candidate in Piano Performance and Pedagogy
at the University of Oklahoma, he previously earned
his MM in Piano Performance and Pedagogy from OU
and his BM in Piano Performance at Louisiana State
University.




