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San Anfomnio Music Teachers Associalion

In affiliation with Music Teachers National Association and Texas Music Teachers Association

Notes from the President

Many exciting changes are
in the works for both stu-
dents and teachers for next
year. TMTA is taking a new
look at how member bene-

b fits can be improved. Sug-
P gestions from all members

are welcome. At the Hous-
ton convention a special “think tank” has been
planned. Each of the 66 local associations such
as our SAMTA has been invited to send dele-
gates to this event. A free hotel room for one
night is planned for up to four attendees. In
addition a free convention registration is avail-
able for teachers who are attending a state
convention for the first time.

SAMTA’s long range financial planning com-
mittee met last month and will be making rec-
ommendations in many areas such as the fol-
lowing: teacher and student fees, student schol-
arships, and programs such as teacher /student
workshops with distinguished presenters etc. At
the last executive board meeting, co-
sponsorship (with UTSA) of the J.K.Hodges
Contemporary recital event was approved.
Revision of program content and a tightening
of rules for the SAMTA series of student recitals
are being considered.

Peter Shavney

Teachers are requested to submit their own ideas
and recommendations to Tom Masinter for mak-
ing our recital programs more meaningful for
the participants. A survey is now under way to
consider a streamlined procedure for paper work
submissions for SAMTA events. The TMTA web-
site already has many forms on line that can be
filled out and submitted electronically. Make a
copy or two of your completed form and pay-
ment information for your own records.

Finally, | thank you for the privilege of serving
you as President for the past two years of this
nearly hundred year old division of MTNA. It's
been both rewarding and at times challenging.
Our “ship of state” has moved steadily and
smoothly ahead during that period. Above all |
thank a fabulous board of directors for their
dedicated support of all of our many activities.
Many exciting plans are in the works for our
next biennium and | look forward to a great
administration under our next president Pablo
Aguilar. According to the SAMTA bylaws, the
expired — oops | meant “retired” president as-
sumes the post of Senior Vice President with
duties in the area of membership and scholar-
ships.

TMTA Convention June 12-15

The 94th Annual Texas Music Teachers Asso-
ciation State Convention, will be held June
12-15, 2008 at the Hyatt Regency Houston.

Guest Clinician will be Jane Magrath who
will give a master class on Saturday, June
14. Composer in Residence, Robert Van-
dall, will give two sessions: Composing for
Students: The View from the Inside and The
More the Merrier: Preparing Four to Six
Hands for One Piano.

SAMTA member A.J. Collins-Thompson
will present a panel discussion, Performance
Anxiety in the Developing Pianist and Mary
K Archuleta will also present a session titled
Teaching Strategies for the Special Needs
Student in the Private Studio

Register for the convention by visiting
www.TMTA.org. Information on hotel reser-
vations is available there as well.
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Ritornello

Board of Directors

President
Peter Shavney 737-3969
peterTTT@peoplepc.com

Ist Vice-President (Programs)
Carolyn True
ctrue@frinity.edu

999-8220

2nd Vice-President (Yearbook)
Pablo Aguilar 210- 599-7788
Pablo@aguvilar.com

3rd Vice-President (Student Affiliate)
Vida Scott 381-5301
vidascott@earthlink.net

Membership
Natalie Coronado 854-1487
coronadopiano@att.net

Recording Secretary
Tom Masinter 344-0304
tom@stardreams.com

Corresponding Secretary
Nancy Plourde
npiano@satx.rr.com

492-4120

Treasurer
Sara Toudouze 690-8331
stoudouze@satx.rr.com

Achievement Auditions Chair
Jenifer Covington 725-2277
jen.covington@sbcglobal.net

Student Recitals Chair
Omar Granados 699-6070
omargranados7 @hotmail.com

Theory Chair
Jeanne Bridges 830-249-0219
munner@gvic.com

Ritornello Deadlines

Deadline Issue

July 25 August

Any member may submit an article to

vidascott@yahoo.com
4770 Research Dr.
San Antonio 78240

New SAMTA Board

Congratulations to the
2008-2009 SAMTA Officers and
Board of Directors:

President

Senior Vice President

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President

3rd Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer

Achievement Auditions Chair
Theory Chair

Student Recitals Chair

Pablo Aguilar
Peter Shavney
Tom Masinter
Omar Granados
Nancy Plourde
Cindy Castillo
Vida Scott

Sara Toudouze
Jenifer Covington
Linda Berberich

Jamie Stewart

Membership

New Address:

Jenifer Covington

15530 Legend Springs Drive

San Antonio TX 78247

Phone and email will remain the same

Natalia Skovorodina
3231 Spider Lily
San Antonio Tx 78258

Mary Davis
phone is 830-535-6529

Please update your yearbook to reflect
theses changes.
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

Sunday, May 18, 2008
7 PM at
Tom Masinter's home
110 Coftillion Dr.
San Anfonio 78213
RSVP by May 14
210-344-0304 or tom@stardreams.com

Chris Guzman will perform the Beethoven Sonata Op. 109 with orchestras in Texas, North Carolina, and New Mexico. He
on an 1859 Chickering & Sons grand piano at the SAMTA has also performed with the EOS Orchestra of New York City,
Installation of Officers for the 2008-09 year on Sunday, the Fort Worth Symphony and extensively with the San Anto-
May 18, 2008, 7 PM at Tom Masinter's home at 110 Cotil- nio Symphony. While attending The Juilliard School, he was
lion Dr., SATX 78213. SAMTA members must RSVP since the only student to have performed with the Juilliard Orches-
dinner is going to be provided by Bill Miller Bar B Que. tra three times.

RSVP Email: tom@stardreams.com, Phone: 210-344-0304.

Guzman began studying piano at age nine and added cello
two years later. His teachers have included Kenneth Thompson
in San Antonio,; Jerome Lowenthal and Robert McDonald at
The Juilliard School, where he received his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees and Patricia Zander at the New England
Conservatory. Currently he is pursuing a D.M.A at UT Austin.

Christopher Guzman, of San Antonio, Texas, has won top
prizes in numerous competitions, given solo and chamber
music recitals throughout America, Europe and Asia and
performed with orchestras throughout the United States. He
made his orchestral debut at the age of 13 and subse-
quently performed Prokofiev's Concerto No. 3 in C Major

Beethoven’s Piano Sonata No. 30 in E major, Op. 109

Ludwig van Beethoven’s Piano Sonata No. 30 in E major, Op. 109 is the first of his late sonatas (Opus 109-111) composed between
1820-1822. This sonata (composed in 1820), like the other two, shows characteristics of Beethoven’s last creative phase, including
rich harmonic structures, a fascination with intricate counterpoint, and strict adherence to classical and baroque forms.

The first movement is entitled Vivace ma non troppo - Adagio Espressivo - Tempo . It's brief 3-4 minute length shows complete mas-
tery over the sonata-allegro form as Beethoven modulates through various rare sharp keys ending in a beautiful coda.

The second movement, Prestissimo is a counterpoint movement closer to a Three-Part Invention than a fugue.

The third movement, Gesangvoll, mit innigster Empfindung (Andante, molto contabile ed espressivo) is a slow tempo theme and
variations in Baroque form. This movement gives a glimpse into Beethoven’s famous improvisations. Beethoven labored hard for his
ideal of perfection in this sonata. The second movement took 10 drafts before he was happy with it.

The 1859 Chickering & Sons grand piano

The Chickering & Sons grand piano that Mr. Christopher Guzman will be performing on at the SAMTA Installation of Officers was
made in 1859. Chickering & Sons, established in 1823, holds its place in history by being the first US manufacturer to make a widely
popular, artist quality grand piano. This piano is made of Brazilian rosewood, has tapered dodechahedral (12-sided) legs, has a
plain music desk with fretwork ledges and has some beautiful carving on the arms near the keys. The piano has 85 keys. The Action
is a repetition-type similar to a modern action. The piano is 6 feet, 10 inches long and has only two strings for most notes. When you
press the una corda pedal, you truly play on only one string and the tone is remarkable. The piano is straight strung (no cross string-
ing) and that gives the piano its long, narrow profile.

An important feature of this Chickering grand is its one-piece, cast-iron frame. The great tension-resisting strength of this stringing
frame gave Chickering pianos a tonal advantage over European pianos, which used a frame comprised of a metal plate and several
bars bolted together. Chickering & Sons was able to use larger string diameters and stretch them tighter, making their pianos louder,
fuller-toned instruments. However, pianos still had a way to go to reach the tone that they possess today. You will notice the clear,
thin tone of the Chickering as Mr. Guzman performs on it. You will also notice that the tone is not large and full as in a modern piano.

The piano is of a peculiar shape called “cocked hat. This was a common shape for American grands of this period. Instead of the
strings and cabinet running straight back from the keyboard, they run on an approximately 30 degree angle to the right. Musicolo-
gists believe this was so an audience could better view the performer’s hands.
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Achievement Auditions

The 2008 Achievement Auditions were held on April 18 and 19, 2008, at UTSA. 504 students participated and 54
were chosen to perform on the three Judges’ Choice Recitals held on Sunday, April 27. Fifty-five alternates were also
chosen by the 13 judges.

Performers on the 1:00 Recital

Kennedy Campbell Alex Hager Kieley Simonsen Nicole Villalobos
Nina Eng Mark Nicolas Nathaniel Stagg Teresa Villalobos
Jerry Fang Ariella Noorily Rebekah Stagg Brian White
Pamela Fischer Talia Noorily Lauren Tsai Andrew Xiang

Studios represented: April Brahinsky, Sr. Virginia Graczak, Marsha Perkins, Nancy Plourde, Heather Stagg

Performers on the 3:00 Recital

Noa Barenblat Michael Chai Chris Khattar Madhuri Venkateswar
Christian Berry Wayne Ching Autumn Metcalf Christopher Vu
Grace Berry Shannon Douglas Michael Mitchell Austin Weber
Rhiannon Bishop Sydney Hargrove Trevor Phillips Jason Zhang

Kyle Carnett Amy Hu Jeevan Subramaniam

Studios represented: AJ Collins-Thompson, Ginny Godsey, Zelda Meneses, Debbie Murchison, Edna Salinas, Kenneth
Thompson, Rebecca Wilcox

Performers on the 5:00 Recital

Perry Aw Eric Duan Zoe Lo Anh Tran
New-New Cheng Olivia Eaton Sophia Rendon Lopez Jeffrey Wang
Jessie Cisarik Alexandra Gilpin Hannah Marks Julia M. Wang
Pascual Darcey Bailey Holmes Hannah Ramirez Chang-Xiao Xie
Gabriela Desatnik Daniel Hosny Jacob Scholes

Studios represented: Pablo Aguilar, Hsin-Lan Chien, Emily Cutler , Cindy Ellis, Patricia Flesher, Omar Granados, Anya
Grokhovski, Nancy Plourde, Lyn Rousay, Vida Scott

Alternates

Katalina Acevedo Ruthann Chincanchan Caroline Grothues Samuel Macias Lisa Siva

Michael Anderson Julie Choi Jesse Guerrero Mitch Neuberger Thomas Steigerwald
Benjamin Barenblat Katie Cumnock-Francois Katie Ha Hannah Nolen Erianna Thomas
Scotty Boyd Elise Cutler Matthew Hodges Adam Paarmann Duc Tran
Alejandro Braun Chloe Daring Gabrielle Hoyumpa Riley Piper Andrea Tupponce
Brooks Brown Gabriella Escalante Ashley Hu Hannah Player Sara Tupponce
Joshua Butts Derek Fang Abigayle Hughes Emily Raney Victoria Vega
Hannah Carnett Sarah Fish Esther Ji Jonathan Reddix Christina Wallace
Kevin Carnett Emily Garrett Eric Jin John Roberts Alan Wang
Joshua Chandler Mikey Gdovin Robby Keh Abby Rolloque Alyson Zapara
Marcie Chapa Italia Grosso Alex Kellum Erik Russell David Zhang

Studios represented: Pablo Aguilar, April Brahinsky, Hsin-Lan Chien, AJ Collins-Thompson, Emily Cutler, Cindy Ellis, Sr.
Bernadette Fogarty, Susan Ginnity, Omar Granados, Anya Grokhovski, Sharon Herning, Debbie Murchison, Marsha Perkins, Nancy
Plourde, Lyn Rousay, Toni Salmons, Vida Scott, Peter Shavney, Gaye Sidarous, Heather Stagg, Bobbie Teska, Kenneth Thompson,
Rebecca Wilcox, Wynne Wong,
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Student Recitals Jamie Stewart

A wonderful group of students and supportive par-
ents and teachers gathered at Steinway Piano Gal-
lery on Sunday, Feb. 17th, for the Valentine Recital.
The afternoon was spent listening to music performed
by twenty-eight students. Eight soloists and ten
duetists, including a piano and violin duo, performed
a collection of exciting and delightful music.



