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Notes from the President

Over one hundred students
signed up for the very suc-
cessful J.K.Hodges Contem-
porary piano competition at
UTSA February 2nd. As an
inside monitor | was able to
hear a wide variety of very
modern short compositions
in many styles, keys and even some pieces with
no discernable key whatever. | salute the high
degree of student preparation and teacher
support to develop this wide variety of seldom
heard pieces often on very short notice.

For this year, we returned to joint program
sponsorship with both UTSA and SAMTA as
joint sponsors. Kasandra Keeling who had par-
ticipated in a most successful duet piano recital
at UTSA (with Christine Debus) just a few days
before, was in charge of the entire event. Two
recital halls had to be used and with Kasandra’s

SAMTA was thrilled to host Wil-
liom Westney, author of The Per-
fect Wrong Note in a general
session on February 22nd. Dr.
Westney's personal reflections,
practical pedagogic tips, and
inspiring ideas left us all ready
to get back in the studio and ex-
periment! (One of my students,
upon hearing the session, said,
"Now, | want to lock myself in a
practice room all day!" Who
could ask for anything more?)

Look for the spring general ses-
sion featuring Nelita True -- Sat-

Peter Shavney

smooth scheduling, the entire program was com-
pleted in just one day.

The “Hodges” is not just a local SAMTA or UTSA
event but rather is a state wide event atfracting
talent from many other cities and studios. An
event such as this is breathtaking to students who
have never been to a large music division of a
major university and hopefully will swell the
ranks of future UTSA students.

Several very important recitals remain in the
2007 /2008 calendar year such as the
“Masterworks” student recital and the Achieve-
ment Auditions culminating in the Judges’ Choice
Recitals and finally the statewide TMTA conven-
tion in Houston.

CU there.

Dr. William Westney

urday April 12th at Ruth Taylor Recital Hall on the Trinity University campus.




