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Notes from the President

With three SAMTA recitals
under our belts, | am most
pleased to announce that
the very large increase in
recital attendance previ-
ously noted for the Back To
School recital has continued
with even larger numbers
of students at the Trick or Treat and the Just
Boys recitals. Thanks again to Alamo Music
Center for providing the facilities for the first
recital and thanks to the Steinway Piano Gal-
lery for providing the facilities for the next
two recitals and to Omar Granados for serv-
ing as sponsor.

Teachers who participated include the follow-
ing: Jennifer Covington, Ginny Godsey, Lisa
Malek, Pablo Aguilar, Dr. Hsin-Lan Chien,
Cindy Ellis, Jamie Stewart, Harmony Brun-
drett, and Della Plagens. Bear in mind teach-
ers, that you may still serve as a sponsor even
though you do not happen to have students
playing in that particular recital. In fact that
happened to me at the Back to School recital
this year. | myself didn’t have any students

Peter Shavney

able to participate at that time but served as a
sponsor anyway.

Recital etiquette is briefly covered in the
SAMTA yearbook on page 70 but it would be
nice to instruct your students to at least give a
smile to the audience along with the customary
bow or curtsey. Playing for others should be a
fun and exhilarating event not perceived as a
march to the gallows. After all, playing and
sharing ones musical art with others is noble,
generous and educational. Consider that few in
the audience will have heard many of the
pieces being performed. Preparation of the
students by the teachers has been outstanding.
Hardly a slip or omission was noted in any of
the pieces. I've even heard great artists, re-
start a piece due to a memory lapse and then
carry valiantly on. That is nothing to apologize
for as it could happen to the best of us. For
even my best students, | like to have convenient
“restart” points in the piece both for learning
and for recital purposes but at the same time
not dwelling on the negative. And the feeling
that follows the successful presentation and the
sharing of a nice piece of music with others can
be a high point in a young life.

San Antonio Symphony & Peter Serkin

Larry Rachleff conducts the San Antonio Symphony in a program of music spanning two
centuries. Legendary pianist Peter Serkin performs Stravinsky’s lively Capriccio for Piano
and Orchestra and Bach’s immortal Keyboard Concerto No. 1. Prokofiev’s Fifth Symphony,
a boisterous showpiece for orchestra, ends this stellar concert.

January 18 & 19, 2008
8:00 p.m.
Maijestic Theatre

Stravinsky Capriccio for Piano and Orchestra
Bach Keyboard Concerto No. 1 in D minor, BWV 1052
Prokofiev Symphony No. 5, Op. 100

For group tickets at a 20% discount please contact Karen Cramer at 554 1000 ext 152 or visit the
box office at 228 East Houston St from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri.
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Presidential Musings

Ritornello Deadlines

Deadline Issue
February 1 March
April 1 May

July 25 August

Any member may submit an article to
npiano@satx.rr.com
Nancy Plourde
1906 Far Niente
San Antonio 78258

Ever since they moved the John Wanamaker organ into the World fa-
mous Wanamaker store in Philadelphia (now Macy’s) and great Christ-
mas concerts moved From the church into the space of commerce and

Ever since President Roosevelt tried to push Thanksgiving back a week
in order to stretch the Christmas holiday to stimulate the economy and

Ever since banks started offering Christmas Club accounts to help poor
people become holiday Santas and

Ever since radio stations in major cities began mall congestion updates
alongside traffic reports and

Ever since etc. we all know that the clarion sounds of the cash register
by far drown out the fervor of the true spirit of Christmas...

Your SAMTA Board at work

Pablo Aguilar, Tom Masinter, Peter Shavney, Omar Granados, Sara Toudouze,

Nancy Plourde, Jeanne Bridges






