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It has been in many ways a
remarkable summer and
year for SAMTA. | can’t
recall a single hundred
degree day and the
drought of last year is only
a fleeting memory. But in
our music studios, the pace
of our activities is generating yet a new heat
wave.

Attendance at our first SAMTA recital was up
forty percent over last years very successful
Back to School recital. And our Fall General
meeting at Trinity, in their beautiful Ruth Tay-
lor recital hall thanks to sponsor Dr. Carolyn
True and guest presenter Dr. Ruth Morrow was
well attended by an understanding and ap-
preciative audience.

Reports have also been coming in from our
many studios about the ease of using the
newly formatted recital schedule on page 11
in our nicely crafted yearbook thanks to Pablo
Aguilar. Other events on page 12 for the first
time separates mostly non recital events from
recital events except for the Hodges which is

shown in both templates and this year is co-
sponsored by both SAMTA and UTSA.

The IMTF schedule on page 8 looks intriguing
thanks to sponsors Paula Washington and
Winne Wong. Having the meetings at much
larger venues should permit a much larger
attendance. | would love to have an IMTF
meeting at my own studio, but unfortunately,
or perhaps fortunately, | am loaded up with
too many students, too many pianos, and not
enough floor space.

The latest curio in my studio besides the Gar-
den Railway that runs around the ceiling
(never during classes) is a Wurlitzer player
grand which plays paper rolls to everyone’s
amazement. You should see the look on the
faces of the latest crop of computer gurus
who just have to climb underneath to see how
a roll of paper passing over a brass “comb”
could possible duplicate a live piano player.
If you would like to bring your studio over for
a “train ride” and a unique musical experi-
ence, give me a call two to four weeks ahead
of time. This includes playing a few notes on
my nine foot Baldwin concert grand with its
very impressive bottom octave.

Keep in Touch

How can you keep up with what’s happening in SAMTA land?

1. Read your Ritornello. Issues are published in early November, January, March, May and
August. If you have an email address, you will receive it by email. If you have notified
Nancy Plourde that you need to have it mailed to you, you will receive a printed copy in

the mail.

If you are a chair of an event, this is a great way to get the word out to members about
time, place, fees, etc. Ritornello deadlines are listed on page 2 as well as in your
SAMTA yearbook. If you have information to share, there’'s room in each issue.

2. Visit the SAMTA website at www.samusicteachers.org. Webmaster Pablo Aguilar posts
information about all SAMTA events there. You may also list your studio in the “Find a

Teacher” search engine.

3. Come to general meetings. There are some wonderful programs in the works. See page 3
of this issue for more information, and watch future issues for updates.
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Board of Directors

President
Peter Shavney 737-3969
peterTTT@peoplepc.com

Ist Vice-President (Programs)
Carolyn True
ctrue@frinity.edu

999-8220

2nd Vice-President (Yearbook)
Pablo Aguilar 210- 599-7788
Pablo@aguvilar.com

3rd Vice-President (Student Affiliate)
Vida Scott 381-5301
vidascott@earthlink.net

Membership
Natalie Coronado 854-1487
coronadopiano@att.net

Recording Secretary
Tom Masinter 344-0304
tom@stardreams.com

Corresponding Secretary
Nancy Plourde
npiano@satx.rr.com

492-4120

Treasurer
Sara Toudouze 690-8331
stoudouze@satx.rr.com

Achievement Auditions Chair
Jenifer Covington 725-2277
jen.covington@sbcglobal.net

Student Recitals Chair
Omar Granados 699-6070
omargranados7 @hotmail.com

Theory Chair
Jeanne Bridges 830-249-0219
munner@gvic.com

Back to School Recital Peter Shavney

Attendance last year was 19. This year it was 27, up 12. This included one duet by
two of Pablo’s students, Alexa and Brittany Rojas. Other teachers represented were
Jen Covington, Ginny Godsey, Lisa Malek, and Dr. Hsin-Lan Chien. To expedite the
large turnout, the first three rows were numbered nine to a row from #1 to #27 and
students were instructed upon arrival to check their number on the program and to
be seated in their assigned and numbered seat. “Post it notes” were pre-numbered
and applied beforehand. Student’s names were also called out as they made their
way to the stage.

Some students with unusual names were asked to announce their own names before
playing. The seating and name arrangements worked out very well. Due to my lack
of Chinese and other languages, | spelled two first names incorrectly. | will send
corrected programs to the teachers involved as some of their students proudly save
such mementoes in their scrapbooks.

After the first fifteen students which took under 30 minutes, a short intermission was
scheduled. | had estimated 5 or 6 minutes for the short intermission but due to their
being only one rest room, it stretched out to nine or ten minutes. Everyone was very
pleased with this arrangement however, and no one left. The program then contin-
ved from about 3:40 PM, ending shortly after 4:00 pm. The students were then
posed and many pictures taken.

All in all, it was a great afternoon of camaraderie and experience and even fun for
the sponsor. One teacher with three students who was several days late could not
be accommodated. Several extra chairs from another room gave us a total of

Ritornello Deadlines

Deadline Issue

December 1 January
February 1 March
April 1 May

July 25 August
Any member may submit an article to
npiano@satx.rr.com
Nancy Plourde
1906 Far Niente
San Antonio 78258

about seventy seated with three or four standees.

Membership Update

Welcome New Member
Robert Goodnow

123 Brackenridge #336
San Antonio 78209
822-7835

Please update your SAMTA Yearbook to
reflect these changes:

Mary K. Archuleta
771-5809, 324-4801
mkscme@satx.rr.com

Sr. Bernadette Fogarty
bernadettefogarty @yahoo.com

Omar Granados
240-7655

Sr. Virginia Grazcak
vgraczak@sbcglobal.net

Sharon Herning
626-8327

Amy Lee

8606 Sarasota Woods
324-6670
amtyee_piano@ychoo.com

Debbie Murchison
830-755-8665

Peter Shavney
Phone (page 5) 737-3969

Jamie Stewart
jstewart12802@sbcglobal.net

Ken Thompson
849-3642

Rebecca Wilcox
pwilcox7 1 @sprintpcs.com

If there are changes in your contact in-
formation, please notify these people:

Natalie Coronado, membership chair
coronadopiano@att.net

Nancy Plourde Ritornello editor
npiano@satx.rr.com

Volunteer Opportunity

Marie Loomis does a wonderful job of
preparing the Ritornello for mailing to
those members who have requested this
service, but she could use some help.

If you are willing to go to RBC for about
one hour in early January, March, May
and August, please call Marie at 826-
6880 or email mhloomis@gmail.com and
offer your services.
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Ensembles

Jenifer Covington

SAMTA is planning to take 3 ensembles to Conven-
tion in June 2008. We have the repertoire ap-
proved for both Texas American Ensembles, but
are still waiting on final approval for the High
School Ensemble. Last year, we only took 1 Texas
American Ensemble, due to lack of participation
from students and teachers.

Please take a look at the repertoire for this year
and encourage your students to participate! Re-
member, participation is open to Student Affiliate
members in 1st-12th grade.

There is a theory requirement, but only 1st graders
must pass the test at grade level. Second, 3rd and
4th graders may pass one grade level below their
current grade. Fifth -12th graders must pass only
the 4th grade test.

Watch your email and future Ritornello issues for
details on Auditions and Rehearsal dates and loca-
tions!

Texas American Ensemble 1 (easy)

Pizza Day Parade

Carole Flatau

Belwin Banner Series

Directed by Mary Kathryn Archuleta
mkscme@satx.rr.com
210-771-5809 -- Cell Phone

Texas American Ensemble 2 (challenging)

C. S. Theme and Variations

Randall Compton

Heritage Music Press

Directed by Jenifer Covington
jen.covington@sbcglobal.net
210-725-2277 -- Cell Phone

High School Ensemble

C. S. Theme and Variations

Randall Compton

Heritage Music Press

Directed by Amy Lee
amylee_piano@yahoo.com

Programs, Programs, Programs!!

Dr. Carolyn True

One of the perks to being a SAMTA member is attending general meetings. We spend long hours teaching, rehears-
ing, practicing, planning, billing, marketing, babysitting, counseling parents/students, and need to remember to renew

ourselves!

Last year we had two general sessions and each one was geared to expand our minds. Dr. Beckman gave a session on
listening and empowered us by giving our ears a workout! There were tips for us, tips for our teaching, and some ex-
traordinary listening examples. Then last spring, Dr. Graves inspired us by asking if we actually were making our work
a work of art. She gave our personal journeys validity and left us with myriad questions to ponder. Her master class

was wonderful for students and teachers alike.

This year we have three programs in the works. The first, was at our fall meeting with Dr. Morrow. She gave an inter-
active session where we listened to cadenzas and thought about why we choose what we choose. She challenged us to
go further than most of us do - asking the students to compose their own cadenzas! The second general meeting is not
yet scheduled, but will be in February. (Watch those emails from Toni Salmons!) Dr. William Westney will be working
with us using techniques he has demonstrated at TMTA, MTNA, and NCKP. Third, is Nelita True. | can't tell you how
excited | am to be able to bring such a high level clinician fto SAMTA. She will be thrilling us with her articulate, inspir-
ing lecture, "Please, Don't Play in Time!" and will also give a Master Class for students competing in the District Ill TMTA

competition. The date -- Saturday, April 11 at RTRH. Bring your students, your friends, your relatives!!!

TMTA is full of so many activities for our students, we need to remember to take advantage of activities for us teachers.
Attend conventions, conferences, continue studying, practicing, and performing, and come to the general meetings of
SAMTAII
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2008 Janice K. Hodges Contemporary Piano Competition
COMPOSERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Co-presented by
the University of Texas at San Antonio and the
San Antonio Music Teachers Association
Saturday, February 2, 2008
UTSA Recital Hall

ELIGIBILITY

Any piano student from grades four through twelve who is a Texas resident or studies with a
Texas-resident teacher. Teachers are not required to be a member of a music teachers’
organization to enter students.

AWARDS

First, second, and third place winners from grades 4 through 12 will receive a trophy. Each
student will receive judges’ comments evaluating his or her performance. Awards will be
announced at the conclusion of each division competition.

ENTRY FEE

A non-refundable eniry fee of $25.00 must accompany the entry form. Applications must be
postmarked no later than January 2, 2008. Late applications will not be accepted. The number
of entries per teacher is unlimited. Please make checks payable to: UTSA.

GENERAL RULES
Students are allowed to compete only at their school grade level.

Repertoire must be selected from the list provided in this brochure and must be performed
from memory. Each contestant must provide the judges an original copy of the music with the
measures numbered. Judges will not accept photocopied music.

Please note that the 2008 Repertuire list contains 3 choices of works (A, B, or C) for each grade
level. Students will select only one complete option (A, B, or C) listed for the grade level.
Where two or more compositions are listed within an option, the works may be performed in
any order.

Student Name Grade Level Phone
Address Email

City Zip Composition

Teacher Name Emait

Address Phone

City Zip

Please send registration form and $25 eniry fee io: .

ase send regl . ¥ Please note: Entry fee is $25,
ice K. Hodges Conte Piano Competiti .
{??;i De p;m‘cf (_f - E?Milggmry B not $15 as stated in SAMTA

One UTSA Circle 2007-2008 Yearbook
San Antonio, TX 78249-0641







