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srtornello

San Anfomnio Music Teachers Associalion

In affiliation with Music Teachers National Association and Texas Music Teachers Association

Notes from the President

First major job for a new
CEO is to organize the an-
nual calendar, setting up
and confirming all of the
dates and venues along
with most of the sponsors.
In working through our very
long calendar with its diver-
sity of events and unrelated activities such as
advertisements it occurred to me that there
had to be a better way of sequential organi-
zation making it easier to use. For example if
you want to work up a listing of student recit-
als for your personal calendar, you have to
extract two dozen events from over fifty items
spread over several pages. Deadlines and
play dates are separately listed and some-
times on different pages.

For the 2007 /2008 calendar year, | have
further divided the calendar into perhaps five
major templates. These are: Student Recitals,
IMTF, Executive committee meetings, Ritornello
deadlines, and Other Events such as General
Meetings, Conventions, and non recital events
such as WOM and Publication Contests.
Original composition is not on this list as it re-
quires a play date, thus is listed on the recital
template.

Peter Shavney

Last year IMTF on page 7 and Ritornello
deadlines on page 9 were separately listed
and again listed in the calendar yearbook. By
listing the dozen student recitals on template
#1, IMTF on #2, Ritornello deadlines on #3,
Executive Board Meetings on #4, leaves only
six items for the Other Events template #5.

For many students and teachers, the recital
template will be the most important page in
the yearbook as it should greatly facilitate
Vacation and holiday scheduling by having
the entire recital season on one piece of pa-
per with deadline and play dates next to one
another. Columns are also provided for a
student participation checkoff column and for
fees paid if any.

My recommendation is to give every partici-
pating student two copies of the recital tem-
plate, one for parental use and vacation
planning and a return copy for studio plan-
ning. | will bring extra copies to the next gen-
eral meeting. If you have for example five
students who expect to play in any of the
SAMTA or TMTA events, take at least 10 cop-
ies, two per participating student and please
make them available to the others.

Theory

Jeanne Bridges

The Theory Test dates for fall and spring are:

Fall Theory: Saturday, October 27, UTSA

DEADLINE FOR BOTH STUDENT AFFILIATE AND THEORY REGISTRATION-SEPTEMBER 24

Spring Theory: Saturday, January 19, UTSA
DEADLINE: DECEMBER 12

There is an updated registration form in the yearbook, along with a cover sheet which includes
important information and instructions regarding the registration form. BOTH pages should be

completed and mailed, along with your check, to:

Jeanne Bridges
215 Lake View
Boerne, TX 78006

This new format will be more in line with the state forms and make it easier to "cut and paste” our
information that must go to TMTA. Continue to check our website to see if the newer forms are

available there as well as in the yearbook.
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Ritornello

Board of Directors

President
Peter Shavney 737-3969
peterTTT@peoplepc.com

Ist Vice-President (Programs)
Carolyn True
ctrue@frinity.edu

999-8220

2nd Vice-President (Yearbook)
Pablo Aguilar 210- 599-7788
Pablo@aguvilar.com

3rd Vice-President (Student Affiliate)
Vida Scott 381-5301
vidascott@earthlink.net

Membership
Natalie Coronado 854-1487
britemom@satx.rr.com

Recording Secretary
Tom Masinter 344-0304
tom@stardreams.com

Corresponding Secretary
Nancy Plourde
npiano@satx.rr.com

492-4120

Treasurer
Sara Toudouze 690-8331
stoudouze@satx.rr.com

Achievement Auditions Chair
Jenifer Covington 725-2277
jen.covington@sbcglobal.net

Student Recitals Chair
Omar Granados 699-6070
omargranados7 @hotmail.com

Theory Chair
Jeanne Bridges 830-249-0219
munner@gvic.com

Ritornello Deadlines
Deadline Issue
October 1 November
December 1 January
February 1 March
April 1 May

July 25 August

Any member may submit an article to
npiano@satx.rr.com
Nancy Plourde
1906 Far Niente
San Antonio 78258

Thanks from SAMTA’s President

With profound gratitude, we wish to recognize the stores, schools, churches and spon-
sors in the San Antonio area who have helped to make our annual SAMTA recital
and activities program an outstanding success.

In view of the many diverse activities and support groups involved it is virtually im-
possible to thank everyone. Attendance at some of these events approaches five
hundred or more and the benefit to both our students and the community can hardly
be overestimated. Nevertheless, | will try to summarize the principle activities of our
association during the 2006 /7 program year.

First was the well attended “Back to School” recital (Omar Granados sponsor) thanks
to Alamo Music Company on Main Street; then the Fall Theory Test (Jeanne Bridges,
Sponsor) thanks to University United Methodist Church on DeZavala; then the Fall
General Meeting (Dr. Carolyn True sponsor) thanks to RBC Music Co. ; then the Trick
or Treat Recital (Ginny Godsey sponsor) also at Alamo Music Co.; then the “Winter
Festival” (sponsor Brenda Eddie) thanks to Rolling Oaks Mall and Steinway Piano
Gallery for the loan of several fine pianos at a reduced price. And Steinway Piano
Gallery again for providing the location for our “Just Boys Recital” (Pablo Aguilar,
sponsor).

In addition we wish to recognize the following: Wee Folk & Original Composition
Contest, (Jamie Stewart sponsor) UTSA Recital hall; “World of Music Test”, Sponsor
April Abraham at her studio; “Valentine Duet and Ensemble” student recital,
(sponsor Jamie Stewart), thanks to Steinway Piano Gallery; TMTA Student Affiliate
Local Performance Contest, (A.J.Collins, sponsor), thanks to Steinway Piano Gallery;
“Masterworks Student Recital”, (Sponsor Lisa Malek), UTSA Recital ; “Achievement
Auditions” and “Judges Choice Recitals” (sponsor Omar Granados) thanks to UTSA
Music Dept.

We also thank the studios of Nancy Plourde and Donna Vinarskai for hosting the
bimonthly meetings of the IMTF (Independent Music Teacher’s Forum) and Denney’s
restaurant and their courteous staff at I-10 off Wurzbach for providing Executive
committee meeting space. Lastly, thanks to RBC Music for being so helpful in the dis-
tribution of theory medals.

SAMTA Website News

SAMTA webmaster Pablo Aguilar recently completed the addition of a
Teacher Search engine to our website. It allows parents to search for a SAMTA
teacher by instrument or by name, and will be a great resource in directing
parents to SAMTA teachers.

If you would like to have your contact and biographical information included
on the website, you may register online by going to the SAMTA website,

www.samusicteachers.org and clicking on “Find a Teacher” then on “register”.

Many thanks to Pablo for the hours he spent in constructing this search engine.
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Fall General Meeting
Friday, September 21

10:00 AM
Ruth Taylor Concert Hall, Trinity University
Park in Lot B

This fall we will have an exciting fall general meeting. In addition to Dr. Morrow’s presentation in the fall, this

In addition to news from all chairman and our esteemed spring we will have three general events:

president, yearbook presentations, and assorted other

business, we will have an incredible session delivered e a guest composer will be attending and working with
by Dr. Ruth Morrow. our students at the JK Hodges,.

Some of us were fortunate enough fo see Dr. Morrow at e the extraordinary Nelita True will be our clinician for
MTNA in Toronto presenting a poster session tracing the our Spring General Meeting (note the date -- April 12
demise of improvisation to Beethoven! She is an exu- -- a Saturday, not Friday -- from 1:30 - 5:00; more
berant educator with an infectious laugh that will draw information in future issues of the Ritornello),.

all of us in to this topic — a full length workshop (50

minutes, no worries!) — for SAMTA. Her brief biography e a send-off party to prepare for the TMTA convention.

and a lovely photo follow:
I'm looking forward to an active year, filled with numerous
Dr. Ruth Morrow, NCTM, is the current Dolores P. Bolin activities for our students and fine events to fulfill, challenge
and D. Phil and Aurora S. Bolin Chair of Piano and Chair and inspire us as teachers.
of the Department of Music
at Midwestern State Uni-
versity in Wichita Falls,
Texas. She holds degrees
from Indiana University
(DM, Piano Performance
and Pedagogy), the East-
man School of Music (MM,
Piano; MA, Musicology),
and Whitman College (BA,
Music, Philosophy). With a
background that spans all
musical styles and includes
performances throughout
the United States and
Europe, Dr. Morrow remains in demand as recitalist,

collaborative pianist, and lecturer on topics from rag-

time to movement. She teaches at the Indiana University

Piano Academy each summer, and is a Certified Instruc- Ensemble Directors
tor of the Feldenkrais® Method. In addition to her nu-
merous musical endeavors, Dr. Morrow is an avid mara-
thon runner.

Dr. Carolyn True

For: TMTA Convention 2008 (Houston)
Description: 3 enthusiastic SAMTA mem-
bers, work well with groups of middle
and high school students, commit to at-
tending TMTA Convention in Houston
next summer, and are available for re-

. . itment and reh I ing 2008.
Tom Masinter's piano duet arrangement ST ERse e

of the movie theme from The Magnificent Contact Jenifer 210-725-2277 or
Seven by Jerry Goldsmith is reviewed in jen.covington@sbecglobal.net if you
the July-August, 2007 issue of CLAVIER know where these individuals can be
magazine. The arrangement is published found!

by Noteworthy Publications and is avail-
able from music stores nationwide.
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Presidential Musings
Convention 2007

Peter Shavney

For the second year in a row, DFW Hyatt Regency
was the locale for our 93rd TMTA state convention.
This year we had 462 teachers, up 60 from last year
and a mind boggling 5,790 student participatory
events. Student ensembles and rehearsals which took
days to review were the largest single category fol-
lowed by student competitions and recitals. SAMTA
was nicely represented by new member Jeremy
Ogea from Kerrville whose ensemble piece Way Out
West composed by Tom Masinter was well

received. Jeremy, it seems, is the “permanent page”
for TMTA and could be seen helping out on the regis-
tration desk and in many other areas.

TMTA has 66 local associations, with 2,081 members
and 16,269 Student Affiliate members. Our local
association is the fourth largest in the state with over
one hundred teachers and five hundred S/A mem-
bers. Since not all SAMTA students are enrolled in S/
A the total number of students served by local teach-
ers is probably well over a thousand.

At the delegate assembly, Elizabeth Gutierrez, NCTM
who is the TMTA coordinator for teacher certification,
and a SAMTA member herself, presented a special
award ($100.00) to SAMTA for signing up the most
NCTM’s during the year. | was very pleased to accept
the award on behalf of SAMTA and would like to
highly recommend that with Houston in 2008 in mind,
we try to make it two years in a row.

This year, our program book was 83 pages long, and
if you have never been to a TMTA state convention
before, | recommend that you download the events
schedule ahead of time so that you can pre select
those of interest as it is physically impossible to attend
but a fraction of the ongoing events. At any one time
there might be six or eight things going on simultane-
ously in that many different rooms or areas of the ho-
tel and you might even find yourself skipping meals to
be some place.

In addition to the hundreds of events on the program
were over forty exhibitors covering a wide variety of
musically related items with dozens of students trying
out the many pianos and keyboards creating an almost
cacophonous, yet pleasant audio aroma.



