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Notes from the President

Due to the high volume of
mail most of us receive
almost daily, we fre-
quently lose track of the

Peter Shavney

time. If the cost of a couple of method books
and a note speller or two and other materials
cost less than the studio charged for the en-
rollment /book fee, you are ahead. And if the
cost is more, you have had the satisfaction of

. . :sfiii\;ni:gd;;z:f:upbmi:t work'ing with a better ?Tudent and avoided
Inside this issue: tions which successful music  The fime spent in calculation.
studios and teachers are My studio application has all the usual items
using to keep income on a steady level. Major such as name, school grade, name of parents
IMTE 2 problem areas are summer vacations, holi- etc. but attached is a second page called
Membership 2 days, unexplained absences, spring break, “Studio Philosophy” (“Studio Notes” might be
semester break, illness, etc. etc. Studios with betterl). Here | mention the fees and recom-
mostly school age students are more depend- mendations for practice and method books
Ensemble Update 3 ent on the school year and compulsory school used and that the monthly tuition is an annual
activities than studios with many adult students. fee divided by twelve payable the first les-
Composition Winner 3 Adults often prefer a long term uninterrupted son of the month. Quarterly and annual fees
learning experience. are subject to a 5% discount if paid in ad-
Spring General Meeting 4 vance. After the first year, course materials
Historically, teaching fees and methods of may be ordered from the teacher or from
Presidential Musings 5 collection have changed greatly over the any music store. Months with five weeks are
years. Just a few years ago, the pay per les- taught the same as four week months and the
. son concept was common. Credit for payments extra teaching week goes into the honor sys-
Student Recitals 6 and receivables was a bookkeeping problem tem to balance vacation and other absences.
e for the teacher/cashier. Gradually, the fee in Forty eight classes per year are supported,
Cerfification News 7 . . . .
advance for a month at a time came into fa- below which alternate scheduling or fees
vor and has simplified both the teacher and might be considered. Students are told that no
The Piano Bench 8 the parent (payer) and is now almost univer- classes are held Christmas week, on national
sal. holidays and during a week or two of summer
Ragtime Concert 9 Enrollment fees which include course materials vacation.
and music books for the first year in advance All parents and adult students may be given
Symphonic Dances 10 have been another significant change in fee a couple of preaddressed stamped envelopes
collection. Sales tax is customarily paid only for tuition payment if unable to make the first
on the discounted cost of music avoiding fur- week of the month. At this time, tuition is not a

General

Meeting
SApril 27

ther computation by the teacher during the
first year. Even if your studio has a sales tax
license, it is illegal to collect sales tax a second

2007 MTNA Collahorative Conference

sales taxable item thereby making it easier to
lump music book and other fees without a
separate computation for sales tax.

March 23-27, Toronto

The early registration dead-
line for the 2007 Collabora-
tive Conference is approach-
ing. Make sure you register on
or before February 14, 2007,
to receive your discount.

This year’s conference will
feature more than 100 educa-
tional sessions and industry
showcases and evening con-
certs featuring pianist Yefim
Bronfman, the Toronto Sym-

phony Orchestra with pianist
Jane Coop and student solo-
ists with The Royal Conserva-
tory Orchestra. In addition,
keynote addresses will be
presented by conductors
James Jordan and Bramwell
Tovey.

Please note that since the
publication of the December/
January and February/March
issues of American Music

Teacher magazine, Air Canada
has revised their discount pro-
gram. To take advantage of
their 10 percent discount, visit
www.aircanada.com and enter
the promotional code
GVDMQBBI.

For a schedule of events, tour
and travel information and
registration, please visit
www.mtna.org/conference.htm
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I M T F Donna Vinarskai and Nancy Plourde

Ritornello Deadlines

Deadline Issue
April 1 May
July 25 August

Any member may submit an article to
npiano@satx.rr.com
Nancy Plourde
1906 Far Niente
San Antonio 78258
Thanks to Marie Loomis for assisting with
labeling and mailing the Ritornello.

IMTF has two more meetings scheduled for this year. The next meeting, on Monday,
February 26 at the home of Nancy Plourde, will focus on “Introducing Jazz at the Ele-
mentary Level.” Are there books or materials that you've found effective in intfroducing
jazz? Do you incorporate jazz materials with all of your students or only those who re-
quest it? Bring whatever ideas and materials you would like to share.

The April 23 meeting will be held at the home of Donna Vinarskai and will center on
“Beginning Piano Technique”. What kinds of activities and materials do you use to intro-
duce technique to beginners. Do you have a technical regimen that you use with these
students? Again, bring whatever you wish to share. It's always helpful to find out what
other teachers are doing.

All meetings begin at 9:30 AM.

Directions: Nancy Plourde: From 1604, go north on Huebner. Take the 4th left on Via
Compagna into the Province. Bear left onto Far Niente to 1906, the 5th house on the
left. RSVP to Nancy for gate code.

Donna Vinarskai From 1-281, Take the Bitters exit and go west. Go through light at
West Ave. Go past Bitterwood Ranch Apartments. Turn Left at The Woodlands/Wood
Valley Drive. Turn Left at first stop sign into Bluffview Heights. Turn Right on Morn-
ingbluff Drive. House is 319 on left.

Membership Kasandra Keeling

SAMTA welcomes new member Emily Cutler, 1818 Mountain Star 78251. Her phone
and email are 210-445-3670 and emilyc@hotmail.com, so please add her to your di-
rectory. With Emily, the SAMTA membership is up to105 members!

Also, although it does not affect local dues, MTNA sent out updated membership infor-
mation with national membership categories and dues and | thought | would share them

with our local membership (just FYI!):

MTNA National Active Membership: $59 (members 70+ years of age who joined after
2001: $43.25 - 25% discount and members 70+ years of age who joined before 2001:
$29.50 - 50% discount)

MTNA Collegiate Membership: $12.00 (with a 50% discount when changing status from
student to active)

MTNA Retired Membership: $29.50 (must have been a member at least 20 years and
75+ years of age)

MTNA International Membership: $59.00 (members residing outside US or its territories

and cannot vote, hold office or enter students in MTNA competitions)

MTNA Institutional Membership: $200.00 (gives music executive of that institution active
membership rights)

MTNA Corporate Membership: $200.00
MTNA Patron Membership: $75.00

(Reminder: These amounts are subject to change at the Winter Board Meeting of MTNA)



Ensembles Update

Tom Masinter, chair

Trills and Delights

Attention teachers: Ensemble Auditions are rapidly ap-
proaching!! The Texas-American Ensemble will be per-
forming “Trills and Delights” by Tom Masinter, Notewor-
thy Publications #NP416, $3.50 available at RBC and
Southern Music. This will be a world-premier perform-
ance of this newly-published composition. It is a charming
piece with lots of fast finger work and a delightfully
showy melody split fairly evenly between primo and sec-
ondo. Although it is not terribly difficult, it will require
practice and a certain amount of technical facility in or-
der to take the tempo “faster if you darel”

Auditions will be held by appointment only on Satur-
day, February 24th, at Steinway Piano Gallery. Please
contact the director of this ensemble, Jenifer Covington,
by email at jen.covington@sbcglobal.net or phone at
210-725-2277 to set audition appointments for your
students.

Rehearsals are scheduled for Saturdays, March 17 & 24,

April 14 & 21, and May 19 & 26 from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Attendance at rehearsals will be of paramount impor-
tance in order to successfully navigate this piece at the
appropriate tempo.

Way Out West

We will be having auditions for Way Out West on Feb-
ruary 24, 2007 from 11a.m. through 1p.m. at the Stein-
way Piano Gallery off of the 410 loop in San Antonio.
For audition appointments call me (Jeremy Ogea) at
830-370-3009 or email me at jtogea@gmail.com.

We will also be having ensemble rehearsals for Way
Out West on two Saturdays for the months of March,
April, and May. The dates for rehearsals are March 17
& 24, April 14 & 21, and May 19 & 26. The times are
from 10 a.m. through 11 a.m. The rehearsals will be at
Alamo Music in downtown San Antonio. You can pur-
chase the music for Way Out West by Tom Masinter at
RBC Music or at Alamo Music in San Antonio. For any
other questions, just give me a call.

MTNA Composition Competition
Finalist

Eileen Kwee , composition student of SAMTA member
Eliot Theodore Schechter , is a National Finalist in the
South Central Division in the MTNA Student Composition
Competition in the Senior Category. The National Win-
ner's composition will be performed during a Winners
Concert at the 2007 MTNA National Conference in To-
ronto, Ontario.

Eileen the daughter of Angela and Jason Kwee of San
Antonio, is a Freshman at Georgetown University.

The three-tiered MTNA competitions begin at the state
level. Winners of each State Competition advance to the
division competition. Division winners then proceed to the
National Competition






