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Notes from the President

1 Surprise, surprise.
Just a few months
ago when the nomi-
nating committee
chairman Janice
Stinson, called to ask
if | could serve on
the nominating com-
mittee, never sus-
pecting what lay
ahead, | readily agreed to add another
stripe to my collection of SAMTA chevrons.
During the last twenty years, | had served
as historian, secretary, and treasurer and
now considered myself retired. But such
was not to be. Imagine my surprise when
yet another call came in asking if | would
accept a nomination for President. This
was not as easy a decision and required
a few days of consideration since | am
already on several other boards and
carry much “baggage” from other organi-
zations going back over fifty years. On
some days | get over a thousand pages of
reading material in the mail most of which
keeps my two shredders very busy.

For better or for worse, we do have
something perhaps unique in common.
SAMTA at a venerable 91 and me at 77
(78 in October) are both in our fourth
quarter century of service to the commu-
nity. We have something else in common.
We both have many commendations for
meritorious public service. SAMTA and its
highly dedicated teaching staff has been
on the firing line a lot longer of course

Ritornello to be e-mailed

At the July Board meeting,
the Board agreed to ex-
periment with e-mailing the
Ritornello this year.

This issue will be the only
issue mailed to the entire
membership.

Peter Shavney

and now faces the challenge of a new
board, challenging programming, and the
always present need to excel. But the 64
dollar question which occasionally pops
up: Has all of this dedication and hard
work enriched the lives of our students, the
community at large, and we as teachers?
Just looking at my own students that |
have worked with over the years, | would
say a resounding YES. Much could be
said of the value of the musical art form
and its contribution to the thought proc-
esses and even the moral caliber of the
student of fine music as nicely pointed out
by past president Dr.Kasandra Keeling in
the February 2006 newsletter.

| mentioned the word “excel” above. Al-
ready in my first month of office, | sense a
sincere esprit de corps and a touch of
excitement about the future of our many
and challenging activities. However, par-
ticipation is the name of the game and as
a starter, | would welcome everyone with
an interest in our future to send me a brief
note about your thoughts, comments, and
recommendations for the 2006 /7 calen-
dar year and even beyond. E mail fo
peterttt@ev1.net or even a brief scrib-
ble to 501 Culebra 78201. And don’t
worry about legibility or dangling partici-
ples. When | was in 8th grade, my
teacher addressed me firmly that since
my homework was a legibility disaster, |
had to turn in future assignments typewrit-
ten. Little did she realize how helpful this
advise was to be in future years following
the dawn of the computer age.

If you did not receive the
electronic version, but would
like to do so, please e-mail
your updated address to
npiano@satx.rr.com

+  Featuring noted clinician, If you are unable to re-
ceive e-mail, please call
Nancy Plourde, 210-492-
4120, leave a message,
and future issues will be

mailed to you as usual.

Brad Beckman on This will save money, and if
enough members are able
to receive it electronically,
will allow for more frequent

issues.

The Ritornello will also be
available on the SAMTA
website:
www.samusicteachers.org

“Developing Critical Listening
Skills through Recordings”

Be there!
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President
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IMTF

Donna Vinarskai and Nancy Plourde

Fall Theory Test

Oldies but Goodies...

No, not the IMTF crowd (although we ARE good)... but recital favorites that we
loved for years but may have forgotten about. Bring your favorite recital
showstoppers for the elementary levels and we’ll reacquaint ourselves with
some of those winning selections.

We'll meet at 9:30 on Monday, October 23 at the home of Donna Vinarski.
Coffee, tea and goodies will be in attendance.

From 1I-281, Take the Bitters exit and go west. Go through light at West Ave.
Go past Bitterwood Ranch Apartments. Turn Left at The Woodlands/Wood
Valley Drive. Turn Left at first stop sign into Bluffview Heights. Turn Right on
Morningbluff Drive. House is 3¢ on left.

Donna Vinarskai donnav(@satx.rr.com

Nancy Plourde npiano@satx.rr.com

Membership

Kasandra Keeling

If you have not viewed the new SAMTA website, please visit

www.samusicteachers.org to see what it has to offer. Prospective members
can now download the membership application form online and mail it in, so
encourage any new teachers you know of to log on as well! In addition, the
website will have a referral list to which interested members may add their
studio information. If you are interested in being included on this list for po-
tential students to view, please contact our webmaster, Pablo Aguilar at

Pablo@aguilar.com.

Jeanne Bridges

Ritornello Deadlines

Deadline Issue
October 1 November
January 3  February
April 1 May

July 25 August

Any member may submit an article to
npiano@satx.rr.com
Nancy Plourde
1906 Far Niente
San Antonio 78258

We are looking forward to another year of great participation in the theory
testing!

The location for the 2006-07 theory tests has changed to University United
Methodist Church, 5084 De Zavala. The change in location will allow us to
(hopefully) administer the test in less time than before. BUT-- In order to do
this, we are going to need help from as many teachers as possible So please
plan to be able to help on testing day! The fall testing date is October 28
with the registration deadline of October 1. Please use the registration
form and mailing instructions in the handbook. Fall make-up tests will be in
Boerne October 29. Check your handbook for information about student
eligibility. | am looking forward to working with all of you.
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TMTA Convention Update Kasandra Keeling

Another convention has come and gone and our SAMTA members had a

strong presence at this year’s event. The convention in Dallas was the sec-

ond largest in TMTA history! Among the attendees (and please forgive me

if | left your name outl) were: Tom Masinter, Nancy Plourde, Omar Grana-

dos, Ken Thompson, A. J. Collins, Mary Loving, Elizabeth Gutierrez, Carolyn

True, Peggy Swaizey, Ted Schechter and Kasandra Keeling

SAMTA member highlights included:

e another successful year for our ensembles directed by Tom Masinter,
who also worked on the TMTA Student Affiliate Council

e  For IMTF, Nancy Plourde gave a fabulous session entitled “Wherever Thompson, Omar Granados, Tom Masinter, Nancy Plourde,
You Go, There You Are...Wherever You Are, There You Teach” that A.J.Collins relaxing after a long day.
gave attendees strategies for establishing a new studio
e TMTA Board Member Carolyn True served as the College Faculty Forum Chair and organized the New College Faculty
Concert
e Ken Thompson (Independent Music Teachers Chair) and Carolyn True (College Faculty Forum Chair) co-hosted a panel
discussion on “The Future of Piano Teaching”. SAMTA member Nancy Plourde also
served on this panel.
e TMTA Certification Chair Elizabeth Gutierrez hosted the Certification Tea
e TMTA Board Member Mary Loving worked at the election table
e Kasandra Keeling was elected to serve on the TMTA Board as Director of Col-
laborative Arts
e AlJ. Collins had a student win 31 place in the 9-10™ Piano Concerto Division of
the TMTA Performance Contests and Kasandra Keeling had a student win 39 prize in
Collegiate Solo and Honorable Mention in Collegiate Concerto.

e Ted Schechter had two students win first prizes in the 9-10% and 11-12% Solo

SAMTA President Kasandra Keeling, Tom Masinter,

TMTA staff Megan Ring of registration booth. Division of the Original Composition Competition and Ken Thompson had a stu-

dent win 15 prize in the 5-6™ grade Original Composition Competition.
e Kasandra Keeling gave a session entitled “Before Beethoven and Brahms: Late Beginner and Intermediate Chamber Music
for Piano and Strings” featuring a live piano trio performing various chamber compositions.
A special thank you to Nancy Plourde and Omar Granados for joining me in serving as delegates for SAMTA at the Delegate
Assembly on Sunday — who knew we would be there until 10pm! It was a fun-filled weekend packed with outstanding perform-
ances, informative sessions and of course, great conversations with friends old and new! Make plans to attend next year’s con-

vention!

STUDENT

AFFILIATE

DEADLINE
September 15

Questions2 Email Vida Scott at
vidascott@earthlink.net

SAMTA students in the CAP’N HOOK ensemble,

Tom Masinter, Director
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Student Recitals Jenifer Covington

The 2005-2006 SAMTA Student Affiliate recitals
were a big hit with the students and teachers who
participated.

We got off to a great start with the Back to School
Recital. 14 students representing 5 teachers partici-
pated in this recital. The performances were im-
pressive, especially for a recital so early in the
school year.

Next came the Trick or Treat recital. There was such

a wonderful response to this recital that it was split

in to two programs! A total of 26 students repre-

senting 8 teachers participated in these programs. Awards were given for the Scariest, Cutest, and Most The-
matic costumes in each program.

The Just Boys recital was another big hit with 22 par-
ticipants from elementary through high school. It was
wonderful to see and hear so many talented and dedi-
cated young men perform.

The Original Composition/ Wee Folks Recital in January
showcased 5 very talented young composers and 10
very young, and talented students. It was fun to have
participation on a variety of instruments including pi-
ano, guitar, flute and violin at this recital.

The Valentine Recital was another big hit, with standing room only in the recital halll Finally, the Masterworks re-
cital in March gave advancing students and opportunity to play in a new location: the beautiful theater at
UTSA's Downtown Campus.

Special thanks to the dedicated teachers who
sponsored these recitals: Evelyn Escobedo,
Lisa Malek, Ted Schechter, Vida Scott, and
Jamie Stewart. You are all greatly appreci-
ated!

If you have not taken advantage of these won-

derful performance opportunities for your stu-

dents, | highly encourage you to do so. The

dates and themes for the 2006-2007 season

are as follows: September 17-“Back To

School,” October 15-“Trick or Treat,"” November 12-*Just Boys," January 21-“Wee Folks” & “Original
Composition,” February 18-“Valentine Duet & Ensemble,” March 18-“Masterworks.” Locations and spon-
sors are still being decided at the time of this writing.

| look forward to seeing you and your students at the recital hall this year!



