Questions & Answers:

Is this Festival just for Christian hymns? 

 

This is a Christian event to promote Christian hymn-playing.  Hymns from hymn books of all denominations within the Christian faith are acceptable (Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, Catholic, etc.)

Can students of another religion other than Christian participate?  

Anyone who enjoys playing Christian hymns, and desires to participate, is welcome to play. 


Can a student play a piano solo and a duet in the Hymn Arrangement Event?

 

Yes. They may do one solo, or one duet and one solo, but not two solo pieces.  Other instruments for the duets are encouraged (ex. piano and violin) A separate entry fee is required for the additional piece, as well as a separate registration form for the student duet partner. 

Do the Piano Solo Arrangements have to be memorized?

No, memorization is optional.  It is not the intent of the sponsors to draw students’ time and attention from preparing for other events and auditions where memorization is required. Most music performed in a church service is not memorized; therefore, it is not required here. 

Does the student need to bring an extra hymn book for the judge?

No, the student just needs to bring one hymnbook or solo piece to play from. However, if a student has done an original hymn arrangement, then a copy of the score needs to be submitted with the registration form.  

 

What about Contemporary Christian music written by popular artists?  The qualification for entry is that it must come from a published hymn book or Sunday School type songbook. If the student is playing an arrangement of a contemporary tune, please give reference to a hymn book where it can be found. (The student playing a solo or duet arrangement does not have to bring the hymn book, just reference it.) For example:” El Shaddai” published in The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration by Word publishers. If the title is questionable and no reference is given, the entry will not be accepted until verification is submitted.  
 
Does the teacher have to attend the event?  

No, the teacher does not have to be present, but it is recommended.

How should students dress?

Students should dress as they would for a piano recital: Girls should wear dresses or skirts in an appropriate length.  Boys should wear dress pants and shirt w/ a collar. Both should wear dress shoes.  No athletic shoes or flip-flops, please. 

When will I know the times of the events?

You will be notified of your student’s performance time the week prior to the festival.

Can adult students participate?

At this time, the festival is geared to accommodate student entries K-12.  

Is there a competition category?

No, this is a non-competitive event. 

Is this a church-sponsored event?

No. It is sponsored by private individuals and is graciously being hosted by First Presbyterian Church.

