Guidelines for Hymn Festival Registration

HYMN PLAYING EVENT:  Students are given a critique and rating for their playing (Superior, Excellent, Good, Fair).  All students will receive a participation award. Students may enter the hymn playing event with more than one entry. For example, a student may play a solo and a duet.  A $5.00 fee will be required for each additional entry. 

     Hymn Playing- The student will play a prepared hymn as it is written directly    

     from a hymn book. Student must bring their own hymn book to play from.

     Hymn Improvisation- The student will play a prepared hymn from a hymn   

     book with their own improvisational additions.  The style must be in keeping   

     with congregational style accompaniment.  An appropriate introduction should  

     be included. “Amen” endings are optional. 

     Hymn Arrangement- (Piano Solo)-  The student may play a published    

     arrangement, or their own original arrangement of a hymn tune. The style 

     should be suitable for offertory use or as a prelude.  Memorization is 

     optional. If an original student arrangement, a copy of the score must be   

     submitted along with the registration form for approval.  The original hymn   

     tune and title must appear in a hymn book or Sunday School songbook  

     to qualify. Example: “Fairest Lord Jesus” arr. by Schaum

     Hymn Arrangement- (Duet / Ensemble) The student may play a duet with    

     another student, or with his/her teacher. Memorization is not required.  Other   

     instruments may be used as well, such as a piano and flute duet.  Again, the 

     tune used for the arrangement must appear in a hymn book or Sunday School 

     songbook.  Example: “Little Brown Church in the Vale” for piano and flute arr. 

     by Tony Santorella, or “Balm in Gilead” for violin and piano, arr. by Whitman.

     Classical Sacred Music:  Both original and arrangements of sacred pieces   

     will be allowed for piano solo/ duet/ or instrumental ensemble. Memorization is 

     optional.  Examples: “Sheep May Safely Graze”, Bach; “Jesu, Joy of Man’s 

     Desiring”, Bach   

SIGHT READING EVENT: For Intermediate and Advanced students. The participant will be given a standard hymn in four-part chorale style to sight-read.  All students within the  same level will sight read the same selection. Times for private audition will be scheduled. 

HYMN HISTORIES:  Students are to prepare a display that includes a report on the hymn they have chosen to play and its author/composer.  A prize is awarded for the best display. Participation Ribbons will be awarded to all.  Tri-fold cardboard posters work nicely. No additional fee is required for participation in this event.
List of Some Suggested Collections:

Alfred’s Basic Piano Course- Hymn Book Series (Alfred)

Catholic Hymns for the Young Pianist, FJH

Devotional Melodies – for violin, flute, or oboe with piano accompaniment  

                                    (Lillenas Publishing Co.)

Keys for the Kingdom

Piano Meditations for Worship (Jabez Press)

Pre-time to Big-time Hymn Favorites (Faber)

Sacred Piano Solos by Rebecca Bonam, published by SoundForth

Sacred Solos Series (Schaum)

Sacred Music for Piano Solo (Vandall)

The Church Musician -levels one to six (Glover)

The Sacred Book (Schaum)

